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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT Encrtin Registy ,
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET aﬁ. 5262X
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

November 6, 1986

FROM: Jamegla g er III
D'lii]

The recently enacted omnibus drug enforcement legislation
contains a revision to the administrative provisions of the ~/
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requiring OMB to issue a
"uniform schedule of fees for all agencies." Agencies, in turn,
are required to issue their own implementing reqgulations based
upon OMB’s schedule within 180 days after enactment, i.e., by
April 26, 1987.

SUBJECT: rm Guidance on FOIA Fees

This memorandum is to notify you of these requirements and to
assure you that we intend to issue such guidelines early in the
coming year. This should give agencies sufficient lead time to
develop and issue their own implementing rules.

To assist us in keeping to this schedule, please provide the
following information:

© The amendment requires agencies to provide each requester
two hours of search time and the first 100 pages of
duplication without charge. To give us some idea of the
effect of this provision, project the total dollar amount
of the charges you expect to collect for 1986 and
determine by how much this provision would reduce that
total. What percentage of requests will this provision
exclude from charges?

o Do you provide documents under a statute other than the
FOIA or the Privacy Act that specifically sets the level
of fees to be charged? Please identify and give
statutory citation.

o The amendment forbids agencies from charging fees if the
"costs of routine collection and processing of the fee
are likely to equal or exceed the amount of the fee."

What does it cost your agency to collect and process a
fee?

Please provide your responses along with any recommendations
you care to make regarding fee guidelines no later than
November 28, 1986. Address questions to Robert N. Veeder,
Office of Tnformation and Requlatory Affairs, FTS 395-4814.
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